
(This fact  sheet was prepared by 

concerned residents of Town of Bloom)  

 

Currently in the Town of Bloom: 

• A frac sand mine could open at any time 
with no local regulation. 

 
• A temporary moratorium is needed to 

study the issue and draft a solid 
operator’s licensing ordinance to 
regulate non-metallic mining operations. 

 

• Next Planning Committee Meeting: 
Topic: Frac Sand Mining Ordinance 
Feb. 11, 1pm  Bloom Town Hall, 
13775 Co Hwy H. Public welcome. 

 
To verify date/time, check local  

Shopping News or contact Chuck 
Davis, chairman: 608-549-3902 

    

♦ www. richlandstewardshipproject.org 

♦ www.crawfordstewardshipproject.org 

♦ www.thepriceofsand.com 

♦ http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Mines/Sand.html 

♦ www. WisconsinGeologicalSurvey.org 

♦ h t t p : / / p e o p l e . u w e c . e d u / p i e r c e c h /

SilicaVideo1.doc  

♦ Midwest Environmental Advocates for envi-

ronmental accountability:  

          midwestadvocates.org 

 

Videos: 

 h t t p : / / d e s i . u w e c . e d u / P I E R C E C H /            

Sand_Mining.asx (Adobe Flash required) 

 

DVDs: Richland and Viola Libraries: 

♦ “The Price of Sand” 

♦ “Frac Sand Land...Vanishing Hills” 

 

Individuals: 
 

♦ Mike Parsen, hydrogeologist 

 Phone: 608.262.9419 

 Email: mjparsen@wisc.edu 

♦ Bill Batten, geologist 

 Phone:608.262.9903 

 Email: wgbatten@wisc.edu 

♦ Chuck Davis, Chairman of the planning com-

mittee for Town of Bloom, ph.608-549-3902 
 

Bloom Planning Committee Members:  
 

Chuck Davis, Emily Duesterbeck,  
Virgil Hatfield, Kevin Kepler,  
Lora Hynek 

Additional Links: 
RESIDENTS OF 

TOWN OF BLOOM 

Non-metallic mining threatens 
our land, water and air . 

 

Recent Headlines from nearby 

counties: 

♦ The Wisconsin Department of Justice 

issued Alpine Sand, a frac sand mining 

and processing center in Trempealeau 

County, an $80,000 fine for failing to 

prevent storm water from running off 

into a waterway. LaxTrib(10/14) 

♦ UW-Eau Claire professor, Crispin 

Pierce collected data showing some 

mines exceeded daily EPA standard of 

35 micrograms per cubic meter (size 

PM2.5). One mine in Wisconsin tested 

41.3 micrograms per cubic meter, 

exceeding federal standard by nearly 20 

percent. InsideClimateNews(11/13) 

♦ Runoff from a sand mine in Chippewa 

County clouded Eighteen Mile Creek, a 

Class I trout stream, for several days 

this fall, officials said. LaxTrib(12/14) 



 Why Now the Frac Sand Boom? 

♦ Technological advances in oil and gas drill-

ing now require a lot of sand 

♦ Maximized oil and gas yields are the goal 

♦ Increased demand for petroleum products 

and gas continues. 

In Wisconsin:  

♦ Wisconsin has high-quality sand resources 

that can be used for hydro-fracking,  

♦ Wisconsin is now the nation’s leading sup-

plier of frac sand, with train car loads daily 

shipping tons of material to drilling sites in 

North Dakota, Pennsylvania, Texas and be-

yond. 

♦ As a result, there has been a substantial rise 

in permit requests to mine industrial sand, 

sometimes called "frac" sand or silica sand.  

Where is Frac Sand in Town of 

Bloom? 

The entire county is at risk. The Bedrock map 

(see front cover) indicates potential areas exist 

throughout Town of Bloom within the Jordan 

and St. Peter rock formations.  

Get Involved! 

• Attend local Town Board meetings 

• Attend Planning Committee meetings 

• Ask Questions! 

Let your voice be heard before it’s too late………. 

A Licensing Ordinance for non-

metallic mining should include 

(but not limited to): 

♦ Clear definition of scope: (included and ex-

cluded operations). 

♦ Operators License requirement 

♦ Minimum standards of operation: 

⇒ Clearly marked borders and properly se-

cured site; require 500– foot buffer zone. 

⇒ Control noise levels: no blasting at site  and 

no Jake braking of trucks. 

⇒ Control surface runoff to prevent surface 

water and groundwater contamination 

⇒ Well water monitoring, samples taken quar-

terly for lead, arsenic and other toxic met-

als; 

⇒ Must meet air quality standard of 3 mi-

crograms of silica per cubic meter of air at 

the boundary of the mine. 

⇒ Limit hours of operations to 12 hours a day 

M-F and not later than 6 pm.. 

⇒ Trucking shall not interfere with the safety 

of children being taken to or returned from  

schools. 

⇒ Direct  trucks to travel on roads other than 

Town roads and adhere with seasonal 

weight restrictions. 

⇒ Clear rules on inspections, enforcement, 

procedures and penalties. 

⇒ Financial assurance: money held in escrow 

for damage to roads, water and land. 

Did you know?  

 
♦ Town of Bloom is NOT cov-

ered by any mining ordinance 
of Richland County 

 
♦ A licensing ordinance would 

not apply to small scale exca-
vations used for farming and 
roads. 

 

♦ Wisconsin frac sand mines 
are sometimes located more 
than 20 miles from the near-
est railroads. 

 

 

 


